
Growing Native
Vocabulary

Adaptat ion:  The  spec ia l  character i s t ics  that  enab le  p lants  and an imals  to  be

Biodegradable:  Substance or  ob ject  capable  of  be ing decomposed by  bacter ia

Cambium Layer :  A th in  ce l lu la r  p lant  layer  of  t i s sue  l y ing  between the  bark  and

Carbon Dioxide:  A  co lo r less ,  odor less ,  i ncombust ib le  gas  present  in  the

Compost :  A mix tu re  of  decay ing organ ic  matter  used to  fe r t i l i ze  so i l ,  usua l l y

Conserve:  To  save ,  p reserve  or  p rotect .
Decompose:  Chemica l  compound break  down or  cause  to  break  down organ ic

Drought  Tolerant :  P lants  that  have re lat i ve l y  low water  requ i rements  o r  p lants  that
are  we l l  adapted to  an  ar id  c l imate  
Germinat ion:  The process  by  wh ich  a  seed or  spore  awakens  f rom dormancy

Heartwood:  the  dense  inner  par t  of  a  t ree  t runk ,  y ie ld ing  the  hardest  t imber  whose
main  funct ion  i s  the  suppor t  of  the  t ree
Invasive  (species) :  An organ ism (p lant ,  an imal ,  fungus ,  o r  bacter ium)  that  i s

Nat ive  P lant :  A  nat i ve  p lant  occurs  natura l l y  in  a  par t icu la r  ecosys tem wi thout  d i rect
or  ind i rect  human act ions .
Natural  Resource:  mater ia l s  o r  substances  such  as  t rees  o r  water ,  fo rmed in  nature
and i s  necessary  o r  usefu l  to  humans .
Phloem:  The vascu lar  t i s sue  in  p lants  that  conducts  sugars  and food produced by
photosynthes i s  to  a l l  par t s  of  the  p lant .  Ph loem i s  the  innermost  layer  of  the

Photosynthesis :  The  process  used by  p lants ,  a lgae ,  and cer ta in  bacter ia  to

Sapwood:  The sof t  outer  layers  of  recent l y  fo rmed wood between the  hear twood

successfu l  in  a  par t icu la r  env i ronment .

o r  o ther  l i v ing  organ isms .

the  wood.  Cambium i s  respons ib le  fo r  the  second layer  of  g rowth  of  s tem or
bark .  I nc reases  the  th ickness  of  the  t ree .

atmosphere  and fo rmed dur ing  resp i rat ion  and by  burn ing  carbon.

made by  gather ing  p lant  mater ia l ,  such  as  leaves ,  g rass  c l ipp ings ,  and vegetab le
pee ls ,  i n to  a  p i le  o r  b in  fo r  decompos i t ion .

matter  in to  component  e lements .

and s tar t s  to  sprout .

not  nat i ve  and has  negat i ve  ef fects  on  our  env i ronment ,  o r  our  hea l th .  Invas i ve
p lants  and an imals  a re  the  second greatest  th reat  to  b iod ivers i t y  af te r  hab i tat  loss

bark .

harness  energy  f rom sun l ight  in to  chemica l  energy .

and the  bark ,  conta in ing  the  funct ion ing vascu lar  t i s sue  and car ry ing  water  and
nut r ients  th rough the  t ree .

This  vocabulary  l i s t  is  targeted for  fourth  and f i f th  grade students .
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Learn more at :Species:  A  group of  an imals  o r  p lants  that
are  s im i la r  in  character i s t ics  and can

Xylem:  The  vascu lar  t i s sue  of  p lants  that
car r ies  water  f rom the  root  to  the  leaves
and g ives  s t rength  to  the  s tem or  t runk .

produce young an imals  o r  p lants


